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Abstract
On 4th April 1980 and 6 months before the start of the war with Iran¢< Sad-

dam’s government initiated a mass deportation of Iraqi citizens to Iran. In total
approximately one million people were deported between 1980-1990. At the same
time thousands of the relatives of these deportees were retained as hostages. There
are still an estimated 4000 hostages about whom there is no information or their
where about till the present time. This is considered the first Anfal operation taken
place by Saddam against the Kurds and other Iraqi citizens. Their relatives are still
demanding their fate. At the time of the deportation all belongings« properties¢ busi-
nesses and including Iraqi citizenship documents and passports and bank accounts¢
were confiscated. The families are demanding that their properties and Iraqi citizen-
ship are returned and compensated. It then transpired that the main purpose of this
policy was for the Iraqi regime to prepare for their invasion into Iran and for the

control of Iran’s oil resources and on behalf of the Big Powers.
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