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Abstract

This research examines the crime of mass graves in Iraq as one of the grav-
est manifestations of genocide and crimes against humanity« systematically target-
ing specific segments of the Iraqi population on sectarian and ethnic grounds. Of-
ficial data—particularly that of the Martyrs Foundation—show that these crimes
encompassed all age groups¢ from newborns to the elderly« with males represent-
ing more than 90% of the victims. The study argues that deficiencies in scientific
documentation« legal follow-up¢ and efforts to pursue perpetrators and compensate
victims’ families contributed to the recurrence of such atrocities. These crimes later
re-emerged through terrorist groups ideologically and organizationally linked to
remnants of the banned Ba’ath Party« as demonstrated in the massacres at Badoush
Prison< Camp Speicher¢ and in the targeted attacks against Yazidis and other com-
munities. Employing an investigative methodology« the research draws on testi-
monies of survivors of the mass grave located near pillar 269 on the Karbala road«
along with official documents from the Najaf Martyrs Directorate and the National
Center for Extremism Crimes. The study identifies mass grave sites within the for-
mer “security zone” in Najaf—an area of approximately 3,200 dunams—and docu-
ments the names and photographs of several victims. More than twenty additional
sites suspected of containing mass graves across the province and its districts were
also recorded. The research concludes by underscoring the urgent need to strength-
en legal¢ institutional« and investigative mechanisms to fully uncover these crimes

and prevent their recurrence in the future.
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