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Abstract

The expansion of ISIS in June 2014 marked a critical turning point in Iraq’s
security<«military¢politicalcand economic spheres<with the most profound impact on
the social fabric. The rise of ISIS¢<framed under a sectarian guise<exacerbated tensions
between different population segments<fostering distrust¢<social fragmentation<and
the erosion of peaceful coexistence. This study examines the social factors that con-
tributed to the emergence and expansion of ISIS<emphasizing how environments
characterized by social exclusion and rejection of others created opportunities for
extremist penetration. By adopting an anthropological perspective<the research
analyzes the interplay between social dynamics¢political realities<and security con-
ditions that collectively contributed to societal discord and fragmentation during
this period. The subsequent decline of ISIS was significantly influenced by social
cohesion¢particularly following the issuance of the fatwa that mobilized public sup-
port for political and military leadership. Religious guidance reinforced national
unity<enabling communities to resist extremism and contributing to the restoration
of social cohesion in liberated areas and across Iraq. The study highlights the cen-
trality of the social dimension in both the rise and defeat of ISIS<demonstrating how
community solidarity and collective action can restore and strengthen the social

fabric in post-conflict settings.

Keywords: ISIS — Social Fabric — Sectarianism — National Unity — Iraq
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