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Abstract

The Badoush prison massacre stands as one of the most heinous atrocities com-
mitted by ISIS during its 2014 offensive on Mosul (Nineveh Governorate). In this
crime<ISIS executed hundreds of prisoners for sectarian motives¢primarily target-
ing Shia detainees. The massacre«characterized by deliberate and systematic mass
killings<constitutes a crime against humanity under international legal standards<as
it satisfies all definitional elements— including premeditated murder<intentional
targeting of civilians<and acts amounting to extermination and persecution. Under
international law<crimes against humanity refer to acts such as murder«torture<and
persecution committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against
any civilian population. The Badoush prison massacre fits squarely within this
definition<given the organized nature of the executions and the sectarian rationale
behind selecting victims who were civilians deprived of protection while in state
custody. Although the 2005 Iraqi Constitution obligates the state to respect and
uphold international treaties and principles of human rights<Iraq faces significant
internal legal obstacles in prosecuting international crimes. Chief among these
challenges are the absence of national legislation defining or criminalizing crimes
against humanity«and Iraq’s non-accession to the International Criminal Court
(ICC). Consequently«despite constitutional guarantees of accountability«these legal

gaps hinder effective prosecution of perpetrators within the national judicial system.

Keywords: Badoush Prison Massacre; Crimes Against Humanity; International

Conventions; Iraqi Constitution.
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