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Abstract :

Between 2014 and 2016¢<the Hamdaniya district in Nineveh Governorate ex-
perienced an unprecedented campaign of systematic destruction carried out by
ISIS«<targeting the region’s cultural heritage in all its tangible and intangible forms.
This included the demolition of archaeological sites<the burning and looting of his-
torical manuscripts<and the destruction of religious landmarks belonging to di-
verse ethnic and religious communities. The study examines the profound impact of
these crimes on the cultural and civilizational identity of Hamdaniyachighlighting
how ISIS sought not only to destroy physical heritage but also to erase collec-
tive memory¢«impose extremist ideology<and undermine long-standing cultural tra-
ditions. These actions generated deep social and psychological repercussions that
continue to affect the local population. The research also explores the efforts un-
dertaken after liberation—both locally and internationally—to preserve«restore<and
reconstruct the damaged heritage. It analyzes the mechanisms adopted to document
the destruction and assesses the strategies used in reconstruction and cultural re-
vival. Methodologically<the study employs a historical approach to trace changes to
the cultural landscape before and after ISIS’s control<combined with a descriptive-
analytical approach to evaluate the extent of damage and its societal implications.
Ultimately<the research aims to contribute to safeguarding cultural heritage and

preventing similar threats in the future.

Keywords: Hamdaniya — ISIS — Cultural Heritage — Destruction — Reconstruction
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1- Mallowan,M,E,L,Nimrud and Remains,Vol,1,11,London-1966



