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Abstract

This study analyzes the spatial and temporal variations in victims of terrorist
incidents in Iraq during the period 2003-2024. Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) were employed to produce a detailed map illustrating both concentration
zones and attack intensities. Terrorist acts committed by extremist groups led to

extensive human and material losses<including the targeting of civilians of all ages
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and the destruction of public and private property—most notably archaeologi-
cal sites of significant historical value. Drawing on a database comprising 31,083
terrorist incidents¢the study investigates disparities in the distribution of victims
across governorates«identifies patterns and factors of spatial concentration<and
examines the political¢social<and security variables influencing the spread of ter-
rorism. The study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the distribu-
tional trends of terrorism victims (both martyrs and wounded) and to determine the
geographical and political factors associated with the concentration of incidents in
cities characterized by economic and administrative importance as well as social
diversity. Additionally«it seeks to propose effective security and spatial policies in-
formed by geographic analysis«with the goal of supporting security and develop-
ment planning¢«mitigating terrorism¢and addressing its hotspots on sound scientific

foundations.
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