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Abstract

The predominantly Turkmen district of Tal Afar in northwestern Nineveh
Governorate was subjected to successive waves of organized violence carried
out by al-Qaeda and ISIS after 2003<resulting in thousands of casualties among
civilians«military personnel<and government employees. Methods of attack includ-
ed targeted assassinations<car bombs¢suicide belts<and rocket strikes<often justified
by accusations of cooperation with U.S. forces or support for the Iraqi government.
However«available evidence indicates that the underlying motives were largely sec-
tarian and ideological. These attacks were accompanied by extensive destruction
of public and private buildings¢places of worship<and historical landmarks<most
notably the ancient Assyrian citadel. The roots of extremism in Tal Afar can be
traced back to the 1990s<when hate-filled rhetoric spread through the influence of
religious figures who later joined extremist groups. Between 2004 and 2014«the
district witnessed 327 terrorist operations that resulted in 3,486 deaths and 6,823
injuries¢in addition to hundreds of attacks targeting Tal Afar residents outside the
city. The population endured three major waves of displacement<the most devastat-
ing occurring in 2014«which led to the abduction of approximately 1,200 individu-
als—including 460 women and 120 children—and the destruction of 32 places of
worship.This study offers a documentary and analytical examination of the crimes
committed by al-Qaeda and ISIS between 2004 and 2018¢drawing on official
records«<interviews«and media reports¢<and highlights the mass graves uncovered by
the UNITAD investigation team.
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