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This study aims to shed light on one of the most important genocides com-
mitted by the Baathist regime against the Turkmen component¢ namely the Altun
Kupri massacre« after the Iraqi forces invaded the State of Kuwait in 1990« and by
a decision of the United Nations¢ a coalition led by the United States was formed
and in an operation called Desert Storm¢« Kuwait was liberated by the international
coalition forces on February 28¢ 1991. As a result¢ the blessed popular uprising be-
gan in the north and south of Iraq. The former regime quickly ordered its forces to
suppress the uprisings¢ and the forces of the former regime began to commit brutal
genocides that left many losses among the defenseless civilians¢« among those geno-

cides was the Altun Kupri genocides.

Iraqi Republican Guard units imposed a tight siege on the Altun Kupri district
before storming it. The district is located northwest of Kirkuk city center and is
inhabited by a Turkmen majority. Altun Kupri was stormed on March 28¢ 1991 by
forces of the former regime. Republican Guard units arrested all males¢ regardless
of their age¢« and took them in military vehicles to an unknown location near the
district of Dibis. They were shot with automatic rifles and their bodies were thrown
into a ditch. This was during the holy month of Ramadan. This led to the killing of
more than a hundred unarmed civilians and is considered one of the most horrific

genocides committed against the Turkmen in Iraq in modern history.

Keywords: Altun Kopri¢ Genocide« Turkmen« Kirkuk¢ Baath regime.
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