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Abstract

The period of Ba’ath rule in Iraq witnessed grave events marked by violence
and harshness, particularly against the people of central and southern Iraq. Among
its most prominent manifestations was the authoritarian repression of religious free-
doms, represented in the restriction of religious rituals, especially the Arbaeen pil-
grimage to the shrine of Imam al-Husayn (peace be upon him). This study sheds
light on the background of this repression and its political and psychological causes,
and examines the most significant moral implications underlying the prohibition of

one of the most important religious and ritual manifestations in Iraq.

The research problem lies in the attempt to document these painful events in a
scholarly manner and to uncover the facts that were obscured under repressive poli-
cies through an academic study that contributes to preserving and immortalizing
these events for future generations, as well as identifying the most prominent fac-
tors that led to these ordeals befalling the followers of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them).

The aim of the study is to acquaint future generations with the history of the
Arbaeen pilgrimage and the Husayni rituals, and to clarify their importance in con-
solidating religious belief and strengthening steadfastness to principles despite ma-
jor challenges and grave dangers. From this perspective, the importance of patience
in times of hardship becomes evident. Accordingly, this study seeks to draw lessons
and insights and to present a scholarly vision that contributes to reinforcing reli-
gious and emotional awareness among the supporters of the true faith in confront-

ing the ordeals and tribulations that face the Islamic nation.

The structure of the study, following the introduction and preliminary remarks,
is organized around a main section entitled: “The Ba’athist Repressive Meth-
ods against the Arbaeen Pilgrimage and the Husayni Rituals.” This section is



preceded by a preface that presents a brief historical overview of the nature of the
Ba’athist regime, along with an account of a number of repressive methods it em-
ployed against the Iraqi people. A further subsection is then devoted to “Ba’athist
Repression of Arbaeen Pilgrims in the 1970s,” in which the most notable inci-
dents experienced by the pilgrims of Imam al-Husayn (peace be upon him) during
the Arbaeen of 1977 are examined, together with an explanation of their causes, an
analysis of their circumstances, and a discussion of the systematic repressive prac-

tices that followed and targeted participants in the Husayni rituals.
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