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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the chemical attack carried out by ISIS in the
Taza Khurmatu sub-district of Kirkuk Province in 2016<in which mustard gas (Mus-
tard Gas) or its derivatives were used«according to specialized medical and envi-
ronmental indicators. The research outlines the theoretical and legal framework for
chemical weapons<how terrorist organizations acquire them<«and analyzes the direct
impact on the local population in terms of health<psychological<and environmental
effects. It also examines the legal and international dimensions of dealing with such

crimes.

The study adopts a descriptive analytical methodology based on government
and international reportscas well as eyewitness testimonies. The findings conclude
that the use of chemical weapons in asymmetric conflicts poses a serious threat to
community security and stability. The study underscores the need to strengthen in-
ternational monitoring mechanisms and intensify security and humanitarian coop-

eration to prevent chemical materials from falling into the hands of terrorist groups.

Keywords: Chemical weapons<ISIS¢mustard gas<Taza Khurmatu«Iraq«Kirkuk.
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