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Abstract

This study examines transitional justice in Iraq as an essential framework for
addressing the legacy of serious human rights violations committed over the past
century, particularly under totalitarian regimes that exercised systematic violence
against citizens without effective international accountability. The central hypothe-
sis of the research posits that the mere presence of transitional justice institutions in
Irag—operating as governmental ministries and supported by state resources—does

not, in itself, enable these institutions to carry out their mandates in accordance with

established standards and mechanisms of transitional justice. The methodology ad-
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opted in this study relies primarily on systems analysis as the main analytical ap-
proach, complemented by other methods, most notably the historical approach. This
is reflected in the study’s examination of the evolution of the concept of transitional
justice from its earliest formulations to its intellectual foundations and the justifica-
tion for its implementation within the Iraqi context. The research is organized into
three principal sections: the conceptual and historical foundations of transitional
justice; its legal and institutional mechanisms; and comparative experiences that

may offer relevant models for application in Iraq.
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(2) Louis Bickford , The Encyclopedia of Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity , vol. 3,
Macmillan Reference , USA, 2004, p. 1045.
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