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Abstract

This research examines the role of transitional justice legislation in promoting
moderation and reducing terrorist extremism, with particular reference to the laws
of the Martyrs Foundation and the Political Prisoners Foundation. In recent years,
states have shown growing interest in confronting extremism by adopting frame-
works that emphasize moderation, countering terrorist ideologies, and addressing
them through diverse theoretical approaches and empirical strategies. Efforts have
also intensified to pursue individuals and entities that perpetrate, support, finance,
or benefit from extremist and terrorist activities. Extremism and terrorism have be-
come among the most pressing challenges facing contemporary societies, given
their profound economic, social, and administrative consequences. These phenom-
ena emerge from the convergence of multiple factors—including economic, social,
political, and legal dynamics—and manifest in evolving and multifaceted forms that
cannot be ignored. In response, the Iraqi legislature has enacted a series of laws to
combat these dangerous practices, which are incompatible with the values of Iraqi
society and detrimental to its stability. Laws such as the Anti-Terrorism Law No. 14
of 2005; the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-Terrorism Financing Law No.
39 of 2015; the Anti-Terrorism Service Law No. 31 of 2016 (as amended); and the
Law on Banning the Ba’ath Party and Racist, Terrorist, and Takfiri Entities No. 32
of 2016 have all contributed to reducing terrorist crimes and limiting the spread of
extremist ideologies through the imposition of strict penalties commensurate with
the gravity of these offenses. Furthermore, extremist and terrorist thought has been
countered through the establishment of judicial and transitional justice mechanisms,
including the Central Criminal Court of Iraq Law No. 13 of 2004, the amended Iraqi
Supreme Criminal Court Law No. 10 of 2005, and the post-2003 transitional justice
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laws, notably those establishing the Martyrs Foundation and the Political Prisoners
Foundation. These laws embody principles and visions aimed at rehabilitating a
generation that suffered under an unjust and oppressive regime. Consequently, the
efforts of individuals and groups promoting extremist, terrorist, or Ba’athist ideolo-
gies have been curbed across legal, cultural, societal, and institutional domains due

to the enactment and implementation of these legislative frameworks.
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