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The marshes are an integrated ecosystem dating back more than five thousand
years¢ and it is one of the largest wetlands in the Middle East¢ in addition to being
one of the distinctive environmental areas in the world due to its unique biodiver-
sity. The region was exposed to drying operations in the early nineties of the last
century¢« which constituted the largest environmental disaster that threatened biodi-
versity and led to the displacement of large numbers of residents after they lost their
economic resources¢ and increased drought rates. The study aimed to clarify the
features of the crime of drying¢ its legal pillars¢ and its social« economic¢ and demo-
graphic effects. In order to achieve the research goal« the descriptive analytical ap-
proach was relied upon¢ and quantitative methods and cartographic representation
methods were used to prove the research problem¢ which is represented by several
questions¢< namely: What are the marshes that were affected by the crime of dry-
ing? What are the effects resulting from the crime? What is the legal classification
of the crime? It has been shown through the research that the crime of draining the
marshes was conducted for purely political purposes« the pace of which intensified
after the blessed popular uprising in 1991. The evidence obtained has proven this
goal¢ although the draining plan was prepared since the eighties of the last century.
The results of the draining were the loss of the marshes of approximately 91% of
their total area¢ and thus the increase in desertified areas¢ the increase in drought

rates¢ and the occurrence of changes in the local climate.
Keywords: Iraqi marshes¢ the crime of draining¢ displacement¢ and drought.
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