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Abstract

This study examines criminal accountability as a mechanism for alleviating and
erasing the memory of suffering in societies that have experienced gross human
rights violations. It proceeds from the premise that the transition from periods of
tyranny and violence to an era of justice and peace requires confronting the heavy
legacy of past abuses through effective legal instruments that secure justice, provide
redress for victims, uncover the truth, and restore trust between the state and soci-
ety. The core problem addressed in this research is the challenge of implementing
criminal accountability in a manner that mitigates the memory of suffering, amid
complex political, legal, and social obstacles. The research employs a theoretical
and analytical methodology, presenting, examining, and evaluating relevant legal
texts, while also engaging with legislative perspectives and assessing the strengths
of various approaches. This inquiry is particularly significant given the absence of
a clear, comprehensive legislative framework in Iraq that specifically addresses the
consequences of gross violations of victims’ rights and freedoms—one capable of
alleviating their memory of suffering and fostering internal peace as a prerequisite

to societal reconciliation.
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