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Abstract

This study examines international responsibility for genocide crimes in Iraq
by analyzing the legal frameworks governing this crime under public international
law, with a focus on the Anfal campaign against the Kurds and the genocide of the
Yazidis by ISIS. The research explores the concept of genocide, the foundations of
international responsibility, and accountability mechanisms at both the national and

international levels.

The study concludes that the crimes committed in Iraq fall under the category
of genocide according to the 1948 Convention, but legal and political challenges
hinder the achievement of justice. These challenges include Iraq’s non-membership
in the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the weakness of national accountabil-
ity mechanisms. The study highlights the need for enhanced international coopera-
tion to establish a hybrid tribunal for prosecuting ISIS members and strengthening

transitional justice programs to secure the rights of victims.

The study recommends that Iraq should join the ICC, establish a special inter-
national judicial mechanism for genocide crimes, and develop national legislation
to ensure fair and effective prosecutions. It also calls for improved crime documen-
tation and fair compensation for victims to prevent the recurrence of such atrocities

in the future.

Keywords: Genocide, International Law, Iraq, International Criminal Court, Tran-

sitional Justice.
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