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Abstract

Throughout its modern history—and particularly under the Ba’athist regime
of Saddam Hussein—Iraq has endured a series of tragedies marked by widespread
atrocities, including acts of genocide that resulted in hundreds of mass graves and
hundreds of thousands of victims. These conditions were further compounded by
the events following 2003 and their political and military repercussions. The ensu-
ing political vacuum and pervasive instability created an environment in which
extremist groups, most notably al-Qaeda, were able to penetrate Iraqi society. This
organization spread fear and terror among civilians, committing horrific identity-

based crimes that produced new mass graves.

The emergence of the ISIS terrorist organization intensified this trajectory of
violence. Between 2014 and 2017, ISIS seized control of nearly one-third of Iraq’s
territory, primarily in the western regions, and carried out systematic acts of brutali-
ty and repression against Iraqi citizens, resulting in significant loss of life. Together,
these periods constitute successive waves of mass violence that have profoundly
shaped the country’s contemporary history and left deep scars on its social and hu-

man landscape.

Keywords: Genocide, Iraq, Historical Study, Agreements, Treatments
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