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Abstract

This study examines the concept of the “Final Solution” as a form of genocide
in the Middle East, using Iraq as a case study. It focuses on the Anfal campaigns
against the Kurdish population, which sought to eliminate the Kurdish question and
dismantle Kurdistan as a national and cultural entity. Central to Ba’athist ideology
was the belief—rooted in Arab nationalist thought—that “Southern Kurdistan is
part of the Arab nation.” Within this framework, Kurds were regarded as temporary
residents, and Kurdish national identity was dismissed as an imperialist conspiracy
aimed at dividing Iraq and the Arab world. This ideological foundation material-
ized in violent state policies that fueled a prolonged conflict between the Kurds and
the Ba’athist regime from the 1960s through the late 1980s. During this period, the
Ba’athist-led government refused to recognize Kurdish national rights, and Nation-

al Guard militias carried out widespread attacks across Kurdistan, committing mas-
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sacres against Kurdish civilians. The study traces the main stages of the genocide
perpetrated by the Ba’athist regime over a decade (1980-1990), beginning with
the targeting of the Fayli Kurds in 1980—whom the regime viewed as the weakest
link within the Kurdish community. Their persecution spanned nearly a decade,
followed by the mass execution of Barzani men in 1983, the chemical bombing of
Halabja in 1988 which claimed approximately 5,000 lives, and culminating in the
Anfal campaigns that resulted in the killing of 182,000 unarmed civilians and the
destruction of 4,500 Kurdish villages and towns. These campaigns also devastated
livestock, wildlife, and the environment through the deployment of chemical weap-
ons. The central question of this study is: Why are the Anfal campaigns considered
the “final solution”? The research answers this question through scientific analy-
sis grounded in official Iraqi government documents, demonstrating the organized
military, political, cultural, and economic dimensions of this genocide. The meth-
odology relies on qualitative analysis to elucidate the mechanisms and outcomes of
the campaigns. This study draws extensively on the Kurdistan National Genocide
Archives, a reliable and authoritative source for research on crimes of genocide.
It contributes to the scholarly understanding that the Anfal campaigns were not
merely military operations but constituted a systematic policy aimed at eradicating

the Kurdish presence, thereby affirming their classification as genocide.

Keywords: Final Solution; Genocide; Anfal Campaigns; Iraq; Kurdistan; National

Archives
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