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Abstract

There exists an almost consistent relationship between military and political
coups and the escalation of political violence in Iraq. This pattern has been evident
since the 1936 coup led by General Bakr Sidqi and persisted through subsequent
coups during both the monarchical and republican eras, culminating in the coup of 8
February 1963. This hypothesis can be examined through a study of the factors that
paved the way for the February 1963 coup and the violence committed by political
and ideological adversaries. Such violence played a decisive role in the extermina-
tion of members of the Iraqi Communist Party and transformed what had been an
ideological conflict into a brutal confrontation in which the language of revenge
came to dominate the Iraqi political landscape. Investigating the phenomenon of
political violence arising from military coups—carried out by military actors ad-
hering to specific ideological orientations and seeking to impose them by force
under the pretext of correcting the perceived deviations of the existing system—is
of critical importance. These coups ultimately undermine public trust by enabling
a particular group or party to monopolize power while marginalizing and silencing
opposing forces. Understanding this process sheds light on how political exclu-
sion and coercion shape the trajectory of state institutions and political culture. The
study employs historical, analytical, and descriptive methods, following a chrono-
logical sequence of events in order to provide a coherent interpretation of the coup

and its ensuing violence.

Keywords: Coup; Iraqgi Communist Party; National Guard
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