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Abstract

Iraq witnessed some of the worst cases of human rights violations and legal
transgressions due to the prevailing legal framework at the time. The concentration
of all three branches of government in the hands of the ruling regime’s president
allowed decisions issued by the Revolutionary Command Council—signed by the
former president in his capacity as both the head of the council and the head of
state—to override both the legislative and judicial authorities. This was despite their
constitutional mandates under the 1970 Provisional Constitution. Furthermore, the
judiciary was significantly undermined, as the regime directly intervened in matters
that fell strictly within judicial jurisdiction according to the constitution. The former
Ba’athist regime and its apparatus not only violated Iraqi laws and constitutional
provisions but also breached international treaties and conventions, including those
ratified by Iraq, such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and others.

Keywords: Human Rights, Ba’ath Regime, Al-Anfal, Violations, Feyli Kurds
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